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REMARKS 

Applicant has added new claims 16 and 17 to round out the scope of the claims. 

Claims 4 and 5 stand rejected under 35 USC 1 12, first paragraph and separately under 35 
use 103(a) on Tajiri (U.S. Patent No. 5,727,009) in view of Mogi (U.S. Patent no. 5,490,158) and 
Bischel (U.S. Patent No. 5,544,268). These rejections are moot due to applicant's cancellation of 
claims 4 and 5. 

Claims 1-3 and 6-15 stand rejected under 35 USC 103(a) on Tajiri in view of Mogi. Claim 
3 has been canceled. Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection with respect to claims 1, 2 and 6- 
15. 

Applicant has amended claim 1 to recite that, "the laser driver and the signal detection part 
are disposed on different sides of an optical axis of the semiconductor laser element, and the laser 
driver, the semiconductor laser element and the signal detection part are arranged in a direction in 
which the lead frame extends" as shown byway of example in Figures 1 A and 2B. As described in 
the specification, this feature results in a narrower semiconductor laser element being formed, 
therefore allowing for the fabrication of thinner devices, such as pickups, than was possible in the 
prior art. These features are not disclosed or suggested by the references nor has the examiner 
asserted that the references make any disclosure related to the arrangement of the semiconductor 
laser element or the signal detection part in relation to the lead frame. 

Accordingly, the combination of Tajiri and Mogi fails to disclose all of the features of claim 
1, which is therefore allowable. Claims 2 and 6-16 depend from allowable claim 1 and are therefore 
allowable due at least to their respective dependencies. 

Furthermore, new claim 16 recites that, "laser light emitted by the semiconductor laser 
element has in a sectional shape thereof a first breadth in a first direction and a second breadth in a 
second direction roughly orthogonal to the first direction in which the first breadth is narrower than 
the second breadth, and ... the laser device and the signal detection part are arranged roughly along 
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the first direction." No such features are disclosed or suggested by the cited references, nor has the 
examiner asserted such a disclosure. Accordingly, claim 16 is also allowable for this reason. 

Claim 1 7 recites features substantially similar to those discussed above with regard to claim 
16, and is therefore allowable for at least the same reasons. 

No new matter has been added. 

Applicant solicits an early action allowing the claims. 

In the event the U.S. Patent and Trademark office determines that an extension and/or other 
relief is required, applicant petitions for any required relief, including extensions of time, and 
authorizes the Commissioner to charge the cost of such petitions and/or other fees due in connection 
v^th the filing of this document to Deposit Account No. 03-1952 referencing Attorney Docket No. 
204552030100. 

Dated: February 14, 2006 Respectfully submitted. 
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